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Sunka wakan…

It’s a great spirit dog.
When our tribe first saw the horse running across the prairie and had never seen this before – they of course had very limited vocabulary – and all they could think of is that it had four legs like a dog.  
So the first guy that had seen him runs back to the tribe – the crier or whatever – and you know, ‘I’ve seen something amazing.  I don’t know what it was, but it was wakan.  And wakan to us is the ultimate…

So to add that word to the dog--you won’t believe--this thing is just magical.  

And they knew that from the second they laid their eyes on that animal.  And immediately took advantage of those horses and became some of the best horse people in the entire world. Today, it’s in the spirit of these kids… They’re born with it.  I was born with it. 

Narrator

Lisa Columbe is the director of Sinte Gleska University’s ranch.  Here, local youth learn how to ride, do ranch chores and take care of the horses. Beyond horsemanship, Lisa sees this as an opportunity for the kids to connect with their rich cultural heritage and to the land. 

Lisa Colombe 

Within each Indian person… it’s a spiritual thing.  It’s born within you.  Once you’re actually out here and on the horse, it’s a spiritual connection that takes you to the land itself that actually makes you look around and realize… that the earth grows plants and that the animals need that to survive.

Adult Volunteer 
Here. Turn her around real quick?

Lisa Colombe 

We have open enrollment between 12 and 15 kids every 4 weeks.  And they come to the program everyday after school.  Our university vans pick the kids up from the schools, deliver them from out here to the university’s ranch. 

We really  try to instill a lot of respect for the land, a lot of respect for mother nature, and try to bring those principles back into their daily lives where they’re caring for animals.  They’re being responsible. 

This program isn’t for every kid as ballet or piano isn’t for every kid. But I guarantee you 9 out of 10 kids that come out here end up staying through one of our programs. 
Narrator

One person that completed the program is Savannah Cook.  In addition to having become a competitive barrel racer, Savannah now works as a volunteer at the ranch.

Savannah Cook/ranch volunteer
They taught me how to barrel race and how to ride the horse right, and how not to act when you’re around a horse.
Lisa Colombe 
 She helps with the kids mainly by just being there.  She’s really become a good mentor. 

Savannah Cook 
It’s just really fun because you know something that they don’t for once.  So it makes you feel all older and stuff.  It’s fun!

There is always something to do.  You’re never bored. And it doesn’t matter if you’re riding the horse or not-you’re always learning something.

When you’re running like that, it’s a rush. You feel like you’re flying. And when you’re done, your horse is like all happy. And then you’re proud of your horse and your horse just shows you love.
Lisa Colombe 
We all are under extreme social crises many days of our lives.  It’s an emotional thing, you know. The kids-they come here and they’re venting.  They’ve got a lot on their minds.

Just little issues within yourself. You’re insecure about or you feel bad because maybe a family member is away. 

I think it just gives them security within themselves.  It’s somewhere where they’re spiritually free. Everybody loves the grooming part of it, and I think that’s an important connection with the animal.  And it’s a respect level that’s created within you and your horse before you even get on the horse.

They do any of the painting that we need on the ranch. Low maintenance- putting boards up here & there, hanging a hook, picking up trash, and so they really look after each other.

It’s shared by everybody. Everybody owns it. When the kids show up and say, you know, ‘Whose horse is this one?’ It’s your guys’s. It’s everybody’s. It’s the community’s. And that’s the way that we want to educate.  And education is the largest tool here on the reservation.

Over the last 4 or 5 years, it’s been a struggle and we are a tribal institution so we don’t have a lot of capital to maintain and to keep things going. We do our best.  If it wasn’t for the Natural Resource Education project and the extra funding that came in, in order for to make some of these Extension education projects possible,  we might have fell by the wayside.

We have a real sustainable program here and we have something that many kids have participated in.

