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It is August 29th, 2005. A Category 4 hurricane called Katrina is bearing down on the Mississippi Gulf Coast with winds in excess of 120 miles per hour.
Tom Ball-Mississippi State University 

It traveled north and northeast eventually, and got approximately 50-60 of our 82 counties. 
Narrator
At 7am, Katrina hits.  The power of the storm is beyond what many had ever expected.  NOAA calls it “the most destructive hurricane to ever hit the U.S.”.

Paul Coreil-LSU AgCenter

With Katrina, probably the largest natural disaster in the United States - over 250,000 homes -uninhabitable.
Narrator
While much of Louisiana dodges a direct hit, Katrina still does its damage.  Hours after the storm passes, the levies of New Orleans begin to collapse.  Much of the city is under water for weeks. 
Paul Coreil 

EDEN really provided a world of resources that had already been organized for handling a disaster.
Narrator
EDEN - the Extension Disaster Education Network - is an internet-based source of catastrophe information designed to address both man-made and natural disasters.  Started in 1994 with CSREES funding, it now receives major support from land-grant universities.  By the time Katrina hit, the Network was well established, and used by Extension agents nationwide.

Narrator
The biggest problem after the storm, though, was that those in need could not get the information from the internet.

Tom Ball

There was no electricity.  There was no way to deliver those messages. We had to print.

Narrator
Mississippi State University jumped to action.  Staff took EDEN Web-based information and put it into print.  Thousands of pamphlets were distributed by the National Guard, especially along the storm-ravaged coast.  And EDEN information was delivered by MSU Extension experts through radio and TV. 

Back in Louisiana, entire neighborhoods are ruined by flood waters in New Orleans and surrounding communities. EDEN information is distributed by the LSU AgCenter through delivery systems other than the web.

Paul Coreil 

We had to print about a hundred thousand dollars of materials in about three weeks.  We had to.  Who else can do that? An office in every parish, known faculty who people trust, and good information.  
Narrator
But the storm season is not over for the Gulf Coast. Nearly one month later, Hurricane Rita hits Texas and western Louisiana.  It has devastating effects for those living in the low, coastal flatlands.
Pat Skinner-LSU AgCenter

When the storm surge came in, it basically ruined the pasture for the beef producers down here in this parish. And they were not able to find hay for their cattle.
Narrator
Hurricane Rita could not have happened at a worse time.  Ranchers like Eric Broussard grow grass on these fields in the fall-feed that nourishes his cattle through the winter.

Eric Broussard-Louisiana farmer

Rita is the one that got us.  We had a tidal surge come in from Vermillion bay. And we had about from 12-18” of salt water come over the pastures on the hills. On the lower spot we had a bout 12’ of water.  This water stayed for about 3-4 days.  It killed all the grass.  We run on a budget.  We know about what it is going to cost us to feed through the winter and we prepare for that and we have our hay. 
Narrator
Again, the EDEN network proved invaluable.  Farmers, those who deal often with the wrath of nature, took immediate action. Within 48 hours, trucks from around the country were loaded with hay and on the road. The local Extension office in Vermilion Parish served as the distribution point.

Eric Broussard

I heard a lady from Oregon bought a truckload of hay and sent it down to us. It really---makes us feel good.

Tom Ball 

Our country is different today than it was months ago. We don’t live in fear.  We live in preparation of how to deal with catastrophic circumstances. EDEN has a very vital role in that, and a very necessary role. 
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