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NRI REQUIRES ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION FOR ALL APPLICATIONS

Initial Announcement

This Request for Applications (RFA) is being released prior to the passage of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2008
Agricultural Appropriations Act in response to requests from our applicant community, as well as the need to
continue to fund critical agricultural research and integrated programs. However, the enactment of the FY 2008
Appropriation Act and passage of the 2007 Farm Bill may not only impact the overall level of funding for the
National Research Initiative (NRI) program, but also the overall research and integrated grant portfolio. Hence, the
Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) reserves the right to amend, delete, or
otherwise alter any programs. As indicated in the title of this RFA, this is an initial announcement for the NRI
Program and, depending on the FY 2008 Appropriation Act, CSREES may be issuing a supplemental RFA to
address topics already identified in this RFA. The Integrated Research, Education, and Extension Competitive
Grants Programs are not included in the RFA. A separate RFA will be issued to solicit applications for those
programs. Updated information about this RFA will be made available at http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/nri.html.

Executive Summary:
CSREES requests applications for the NRI Program for FYY 2008 to support (1) high priority fundamental and
mission-linked research of importance in the biological, environmental, physical, and social sciences relevant to
agriculture, food, the environment, and rural communities and (2) competitively awarded research, extension,
and education grants addressing key issues of national and regional importance to agriculture, forestry, and
related topics. In FY 2008, CSREES anticipates that approximately $190 million will be available for support of
this program. Of this amount, no more than 22 percent will be made available to fund integrated projects. The
remaining funds will be used to fund research projects.

This notice identifies research and integrated program objectives. It describes separate eligibility criteria and
matching requirements for each type of project and instructs applicants regarding the submission and review of
applications.

Stakeholder Input:
The Competitive Programs staff utilizes the input of diverse stakeholder groups to develop program descriptions
that will solicit the highest-quality applications to meet the needs of U.S. agriculture, food, forestry, the
environment, and rural communities. Setting program priorities is an important means of facilitating the
scientific and technological advances needed to meet the challenges facing U.S. agriculture. Program priorities
are developed using several criteria, including 1) mission relevance; 2) scientific opportunity; 3) impact to
science and society; 4) linkages to other Federal programs; and 5) stakeholder input.


http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/nri.html

The new stakeholder page on the CSREES Web site illustrates the diverse input used to generate new research
and integrated priorities for NRI programs. The stakeholder Web page can be viewed at
www.csrees.usda.gov/business/reporting/stakeholder.html. The NRI relies on legislatively mandated guidance
from the National Agricultural Research, Extension, Education, and Economics Advisory Board (NAREEEAB)
as well as input from coalitions and stakeholders to provide a broad perspective on current research, extension,
and education needs and priorities. The NRI staff participates in meetings with representatives of key
commodity groups and other user groups to discuss stakeholders’ current research priorities, to solicit
comments and suggestions on NRI Program priorities, and to determine how the NRI can best meet
stakeholders’ needs. The NRI scientific staff attends scientific and professional meetings and coordinates
program priorities with other federal agencies to ensure scientific trends are reflected in the RFA. In addition,
the NRI receives input on its programs from academia, including administrators, staff members, and scientists at
land grant and other universities.

CSREES welcomes comments from any interested party for use in developing the next RFA for this program.
Such comments will be used to meet the requirements of section 103(c)(2) of the Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7613(c)(2)). This section requires the Secretary to
solicit and consider input on a current RFA from persons who conduct or use agricultural research, education,
and extension for use in formulating future RFAs for competitive programs. Comments should be submitted as
provided in the Deadlines portion of this announcement.

Written stakeholder comments should be submitted by mail to: Policy, Oversight, and Funds Management
Branch Staff; Office of Extramural Programs; USDA-CSREES; STOP 2299; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW;
Washington, DC 20250-2299; or via e-mail to: RFP-OEP@csrees.usda.gov. This e-mail address is intended
only for receiving comments regarding this RFA and not requesting information or forms. In your comments,
please state that you are responding to the National Research Initiative RFA.

Deadlines:
All applications must be submitted via Grants.gov by Close of Business (COB), which is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time (not local time), on the deadline indicated in the program description (see Part Il, E), as well as
in Table 5 at the end of this announcement. Applications received after the applicable deadline will not be
considered for funding. Comments regarding this RFA are requested within six months from the issuance of this
notice. Comments received after this date will be considered to the extent practical.
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********P LEASE R EAD********
Important Changes for NRI FY 2008 Application Submission

********P L EAS E R EAD********

Electronic Application Submission Required:

All applications must be submitted via Grants.gov by Close of Business (COB), which is 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time
(not local time), on the deadline indicated in the program description (see Part 11, E), as well as in Table 5 at the end
of this announcement. Applications received after the applicable deadline will normally not be considered for
funding. Information about submitting an application using grants.gov can be found in Part V. All attachments
must be submitted in portable document format (PDF). Additional time may be needed for assembling and
submitting an electronic application. Please plan accordingly. Grants.gov does not currently support the
Windows Vista operating system. The PureEdge software used by Grants.gov for forms may not be
compatible with MS Vista.

Helpful Information for Submission Website Address

News, information, and resources related to electronic www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/electronic
submission.

All applications must be submitted through the Grants.gov | Grants.gov

Web site.

If you have any questions related to preparing an application for electronic submission, contact CSREES’ helpdesk:
Email: electronic@csrees.usda.gov
Phone: 202-401-5048, Business hours are M-F, 7:00 am — 5:00 pm ET, excluding Federal holidays.

If you have any questions related to Grants.gov, contact their helpdesk:
Email: support@grants.gov
Toll Free: 1-800-518-4726, Business hours are M-F, 7:00 am — 9:00 pm ET.

FY 2008 Appropriations:
This RFA is being released prior to the passage of the FY 2008 Agricultural Appropriations Act in response to
requests from our applicant community, as well as the need to continue to fund critical agricultural research and
integrated programs. However, the FY 2008 Appropriations Act may not only impact the overall level of
funding for the NRI Program, but also the overall research and integrated grant portfolio for FY 2008. Hence,
CSREES reserves the right to amend, delete, or otherwise alter any programs. As indicated in the title of this
RFA, this is an initial announcement for the NRI Program and depending on the FY 2008 Agricultural
Appropriations Act, CSREES may issue a supplemental RFA to address topics already identified in this RFA.
Updated information about this RFA will be made available at http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/nri.html.

Budget Restrictions Require Strict Adherence to Funding Limits:
Each program description details mandatory funding limits for a given grant type. Applications reguesting
budgets exceeding the program’s funding limit (including indirect costs) will be returned without review.
Applicants are strongly encouraged to read the entire Program Description and contact the appropriate National
Program Leader for additional information.

Acceptance of an Application:
Each Program Description in the FY 2008 RFA (see Part 11, E) contains priorities for research and/or integrated
research, education, and extension projects and the contact information for the National Program Leader
responsible for the program. The National Program Leader will return applications without review that
exceed program funding limits, do not meet FY 2008 program priorities, are missing required documents
(e.g. the Conflict of Interest list), or do not follow formatting guidelines (e.qg. PDF attachment
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reguirement, page limitations, margin size, font size, etc.). See Part |1, E for program priorities and program
funding limits (including indirect costs) and Part IV for formatting guidelines for electronic submission. Please
note, Grants.gov will not check the application for agency-specific documents. Nor will Grants.gov convert
documents to PDF or check to ensure all attached documents are saved in PDF format. See Part IV of this REA
for a full list of documents that are required for a complete application.

Letters of Intent Required for Specific Programs:
A letter of intent is required for 14 programs spanning 22 program codes in FY08. A letter of intent provides the
National Program Leader a method to ensure applications align closely with program priorities. A letter of
intent applies to standard research projects, integrated projects, standard strengthening grants, postdoctoral
fellowships, and new investigator applications. A letter of intent is not required for sabbatical awards,
equipment grants, conference grants, and seed grants.

A letter of intent must follow specific deadline dates, format, and content outlined in the Other Key Information
section of the program description, Part I, E. The letter of intent must be saved in PDF format and attached to
an email addressed to the appropriate National Program Leader with the subject heading, ‘Letter of Intent
Program_ program code_PD’s last name’. An acknowledgement receipt will be sent by email indicating the
letter was received. Project Directors are discouraged from submitting more than one letter of intent per
program. Project Directors who receive an invitation to submit a full application must do so by the program
deadline. The invited applications will be reviewed by the program panel.

Programs requiring a Letter of Intent in FY 2008

Program
Code Program or Program Element

20.2 Plant Biosecurity

23.1 Managed Ecosystems

25.0 Soil Processes

28.0 Air Quality

31.0 Bioactive Food Components for Optimal Health

43.0 Animal Genome (A) Translational Animal Genomics (integrated proposals only)

43.0 Animal Genome (D) Functional Genomics

43.0 Animal Genome (E): Whole Genome Enabled Animal Selection

44.0 Animal Protection and Biosecurity (A): Animal Disease

51.2 Arthropod and Nematode Biology and Management (A): Organismal and Population Biology

51.2 Arthropod and Nematode Biology and Management (B): Suborganismal Biology

51.2 Arthropod and Nematode Biology and Management (C): Tools, Resources, and Genomics

51.2 Arthropod and Nematode Biology and Management (D): Protection of Managed Bees CAP

51.8 Microbial Biology (B): Microbial Associations with Plants

51.9 Biology of Weedy and Invasive Species in Agroecosystems

52.1 Plant Genome (D): Applied Plant Genomics Coordinated Agricultural Project (CAP)

56.0 Plant Biology (A): Gene Function and Regulation

56.0 Plant Biology (B): Environmental Stress

56.0 Plant Biology (C): Biochemistry

56.0 Plant Biology (D): Growth and Development

56.0 Plant Biology (E): Plant Breeding and Education

71.1 Improving Food Quality and Value

71.2 Biobased Products and Bioenergy Production Research




Program Priorities:
In the Project Summary, applicants must address at least one of the stated research or integrated priorities
detailed in the program description of interest. Applications that do not address at least one of the program
priorities will be returned without review.

Integrated Projects:
An integrated project brings together at least two of the three components of the agricultural knowledge system
(i.e. research, education, and extension) around a problem or issue. In FY 2008, integrated project proposals
should interweave at least two of the three components throughout the course of the project. In general, strong
integrated projects will be stakeholder driven, issue focused, and outcome based. They will exhibit a
collaborative team approach, contain strong plans for project management and project evaluation, and produce
sustained education/extension initiatives. Please note, integrated project eligibility requirements are different
than for research applications. For more information on integrated programs in the NRI please visit
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/integrated/integrated.html.

Eligibility and requirements for matching funds and types of projects differ by application type. Applicants are
strongly encouraged to read the entire RFA and contact the appropriate National Program Leader with any
questions. The NRI will use no more than 22 percent of available funds to support integrated research,
extension, and education grants (see Part I, A). These funds will not be distributed uniformly across all NRI
programs.

Applications for integrated projects must include the elements of a logic model detailing the activities, outputs,
and outcomes of the proposed project. This information may be provided as a narrative or formatted into a
logic model chart. More information and resources related to the logic model planning process are provided at
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/integrated/integrated logic_model.html.

Social Science Research and Integrated Grant Opportunities:
There are an increasing number of opportunities in the NRI for those interested in funding for social science
research and integrated projects. These include the three programs with opportunities for many different social
science disciplines (Economics, Sociology, Geography, Human Sciences, Agricultural Education, etc):

e  Agricultural Prosperity for Small and Medium-Sized Farms (Program Code 66.0);

e Agribusiness Markets and Trade (Program Code 61.0); and

e Rural Development (Program Code 62.0).

The NRI also has opportunities for agricultural economists, rural sociologists, and other social and behavioral
scientists in topics related to:
e  Markets for ecosystem services (Program Code 23.1);
Water resources (Program Code 26.0);
Economic efficiency of biobased products (Program Code 71.2);
Social, behavioral and economic factors that influence the adoption of practices to reduce agricultural
emissions to the atmosphere (Program Code 28.0);
Economic costs of food safety regulations and its impacts on trade (Program Code 32.0)
Social and economic factors that influence obesity (Program Code 31.5);
Economics of invasive species management (Program Code 51.9); and
Perception and acceptance of hanotechnology (Program Code 75.0)

Although some programs do not clearly identify social sciences in the list of priorities, most integrated programs
that include extension can have opportunities in agricultural education and economic analysis. To identify all the
opportunities available for social sciences within the NRI, it is important to review the different program
solicitations and contact the relevant National Program Leaders.
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Electronic Subscription to NRI Announcements:

If you would like to receive notifications of all new announcements pertaining to the NRI RFA, you can register via
Grants.gov at http://www.grants.gov/search/subscribeAdvanced.do.

Enter the e-mail address at which you would like to receive the announcements

Enter “10.206” for CFDA Number

Select “Subscribe to Mailing List”

Other criteria may be selected; however, your e-mail address and the CFDA number are the only data required to
receive NRI announcements. You do not need to be a registered user of Grants.gov to use this service. You may
modify your email subscriptions or unsubscribe at any time.

Changes in Strengthening Requirements:
In FY 2007, the NRI implemented changes to eligibility requirements for Strengthening awards.
Please review Part I, C 2(c) for more details.


http://www.grants.gov/search/subscribeAdvanced.do
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PART | - FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

A. Legislative Authority and Background

The authority to support research projects through this program is contained in 7 U.S.C. 450i(b). Under this
authority, subject to the availability of funds, the Secretary may award competitive research grants, for periods not
to exceed five years, for the support of research projects to further the programs of the USDA.

In FY 2006, Section 710 of the General Provisions of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2004 (Pub. L. 108-447)
provided the Cooperative State, Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) with the authority to use up
to 22 percent of the amount made available in the Act for the National Research Initiative program (NRI), to carry
out a competitive grants program under the same terms and conditions as those provided in Section 401 of the
Agricultural Research, Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 (AREERA) (7 U.S.C. 7621). Section 101 of
the Revised Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2007, (Pub. L. 110-5) sustained that authority. In FY 2008,
CSREES anticipates similar language; however, funding for integrated projects is contingent on the inclusion of the
integrated authority in the FY 2008 Agricultural Appropriations Act and the availability of appropriated funds.

Section 401 of AREERA authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to establish a research, extension, and education
competitive grants program to address critical emerging U.S. agricultural and rural issues related to future food
production; environmental quality and natural resource management; farm income; and rural, economic and
business, and community development policy. In addition, the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to make grants
that address priority mission areas related to: (1) agricultural genomics, (2) food safety, food technology, and human
nutrition, (3) new and alternative uses and production of agricultural commodities and products, (4) agricultural
biotechnology, (5) natural resource management, including precision agriculture, and (6) farm efficiency and
profitability, including the viability and competitiveness of small and medium-sized dairy, livestock, crop, and other
commaodity operations.

B. Purpose and Priorities

CSREES Competitive Programs Unit administers the NRI. The purpose of the NRI is to support research grants and
integrated research, extension, and education grants that address key problems of National, regional, and multi-state
importance in sustaining all components of agriculture, including farming, ranching, forestry (including urban and
agroforestry), aquaculture, rural communities, human nutrition, and processing. Providing this support requires that
NRI advances fundamental sciences in support of agriculture and coordinates opportunities to build on these
discoveries. This will necessitate new efforts in education and extension that deliver science-based knowledge to
people, allowing them to make informed practical decisions. Hence, the NRI is accepting applications for
fundamental research, mission-linked research, and integrated research, extension, and education projects. However,
applicants should know that the NRI will use no more than 22 percent of available funds to support integrated
projects (see Part I, A) and that these funds will not be distributed uniformly, but targeted to specific priorities.
Targeted priorities for integrated projects are clearly identified within the detailed descriptions of program offerings
(see Part Il, E).

CSREES may also solicit applications for NRI funds through other announcements, including supplemental FY
2008 NRI RFAs or in conjunction with multi-agency programs. Such announcements will be made public in the
same manner as this announcement.

1. Fundamental research project
Research testing scientific hypotheses and providing basic knowledge that enables advances in applied
research and from which major conceptual breakthroughs are expected to occur.

2. Mission-linked research project
Research conducted on specifically identified agricultural problems that, through a continuum of efforts,
provide information and technology that may be transferred to users and may relate to a product, practice,
Or process.



3. Multidisciplinary project
Multidisciplinary projects are research or integrated by nature in which investigators from two or more
disciplines collaborate closely. These collaborations, where appropriate, may integrate the biological,
physical, chemical, or social sciences.

4. Integrated projects
An integrated project brings together at least two of the three components of the agricultural knowledge
system (i.e. research, education, and extension) around a problem or issue. In FY 2008, integrated project
proposals must interweave at least two of the three components (research, education, and extension) into
the project. In general, strong integrated projects will be stakeholder driven, problem focused, and outcome
oriented. They will exhibit a collaborative team approach, contain strong plans for project management and
project evaluation, and produce sustained education/extension initiatives.

The programs, described herein, were developed within the context of the authorized purposes of USDA research,
extension, and education and within the framework of the CSREES Strategic Plan. In addition, the NRI obtains
input from Congress, the National Agricultural Research, Extension, Education, and Economics Advisory Board, as
well as many university, scientific, and agricultural committees and organizations. CSREES developed a new
stakeholder’s Web page (http://www.csrees.usda.gov/business/reporting/stakeholder.html) to document stakeholder
resources that are considered when developing and updating program descriptions and priorities each year.

10


http://www.csrees.usda.gov/business/reporting/stakeholder.html

PART Il - AWARD INFORMATION

A. Available Funding

There is no commitment by USDA to fund any particular application or to make a specific number of awards.
Contingent on congressional action, in FY 2008, CSREES anticipates that approximately $190 million will be
available for support of this program. Of this amount, CSREES anticipates that no more than 22 percent will be
made available to fund integrated projects (see Part I, A). The remaining funds will be used to fund research
projects. No less than 10 percent of the funds available to support research projects will be made available for
Agricultural Research Enhancement Awards, excluding New Investigator Awards, and no more than two percent
will be made available for equipment grants. Further, no less than 30 percent of the funds available for research
projects shall be made available for research to be conducted by multidisciplinary teams. No less than 40 percent
shall be made available for grants for mission-linked systems research. NRI funds may be used to fund applications
submitted to supplementary NRI RFAs and/or solicitations for multi-agency programs in which the NRI is
participating.

B. Types of Applications
In FY 2008, applications may be submitted to the NRI Program as one of the following four types of requests:

1. New application

This is a project application that has not been previously submitted to the NRI. All new appropriate
applications will be reviewed competitively using the selection process and evaluation criteria described in
Part V.

2. Renewal application

This is a project application that requests additional funding beyond the period that was approved in an
original or amended award. Applications for renewed funding must contain the same information as
required for new applications. Additionally, a renewal application must contain a Progress Report. Renewal
applications must be received by the relevant due dates, will be evaluated in competition with other
pending applications in the appropriate area to which they are assigned, and will be reviewed according to
the same evaluation criteria as new applications, see Part V.

3. Resubmitted application

This is an application that had previously been submitted to the NRI, but was not funded. Project Directors
(PDs) must respond to the previous panel review summary. Resubmitted applications must be received by
the relevant due dates, will be evaluated in competition with other pending applications in the appropriate
area to which they are assigned, and will be reviewed according to the same evaluation criteria as new
applications, see Part V. Applications which appear to be resubmissions (regardless of the designation) are
regarded as such by the program and the panel, and compete on the same basis with all other applications
(new, renewal, and resubmissions) submitted to the program at the same time.

4. Resubmitted renewal application

This is a project application that requests additional funding for a project beyond the period that was
approved in the original or amended award and that had previously been submitted for renewal to the NRI
Program, but was not approved. The PD must provide a Progress Report as required under the Project
Description and must respond to the previous panel review summary as required under Response to
Previous Review. Resubmitted renewal applications must be received by the relevant due dates, will be
evaluated in competition with other pending applications in the appropriate areas to which they are
assigned, and will be reviewed according to the same evaluation criteria as new applications, see Part V.
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C. Project Types

For applications proposing research or integrated research, education, and extension projects, support will be
provided through Standard Research Grants, Integrated Project Grants, Conference Grants, Postdoctoral
Fellowships, New Investigator Awards, and Strengthening Awards.

In FY 2008, applications are being solicited for the following project types:

1. Conventional Projects

(a) Standard Research Grants

Research will be supported that is fundamental or mission-linked and that is conducted by individual
investigators, co-investigators within the same discipline, or multidisciplinary teams. Certain programs
within the NRI require a letter of intent prior to submitting a full application. See specific program
description to determine whether a letter of intent is required.

In 2004, the Coordinated Agricultural Project (CAP) was created to support large-scale, multi-million
dollar projects to promote collaboration, open communication, and the exchange of information; reduce
duplication of effort; and coordinate activities among individuals, institutions, States, and regions. CAP
awards are only solicited in defined programs. Project participants serve as a team that conducts targeted
research in response to emerging or priority area(s) of National need. Applications articulate how a CAP
will complement and/or link with existing programs or projects at the National level. A research CAP
project contains the needed science-based expertise, as well as expertise from principal stakeholders and
partners to accomplish project goals and objectives. Applications should outline the potential of the project,
the structure, coordination, and plan of implementation, and propose several research areas that will be
evaluated during the study period.

CAP awards are typically made as continuation grants. A continuation grant is a grant instrument by which
the Department agrees to support a specified level of effort for a predetermined period of time with a
statement of intention to provide additional support at a future date, provided that performance has been
satisfactory, appropriations are available for this purpose, and continued support would be in the best
interest of the Federal government and the public.

(b) Conference Grants

Scientific meetings that bring together scientists to identify research, education, or extension needs, update
information, or advance an area of science are recognized as integral parts of scientific efforts. Support for
a limited number of meetings covering subject matter encompassed by this solicitation will be considered
for partial or, if modest, total support. Conference awards are not expected to exceed $10,000 and are not
renewable. Indirect costs are not allowed. Conference Grant applications should be submitted by the
deadline date for the appropriate program described under Part 11, E. Certain programs within the NRI
require a letter of intent prior to submitting a full application. A letter of intent, however, is not required for
Conference Grant applications. Applicants interested in submitting conference applications are strongly
advised to consult the appropriate NRI staff before preparing an application.

2. Agricultural Research Enhancement Awards (AREA)

Agricultural Research Enhancement Awards (AREA) strengthen research capabilities in research programs. These
awards are designed to help institutions develop competitive research programs and to attract new scientists into
careers in high-priority areas of National need in agriculture, food, and environmental sciences. The AREA program
provides support for Postdoctoral Fellowships, research awards for New Investigators, and Strengthening Awards.
Specific eligibility requirements for these awards are described below. Applications submitted by non-United States
organizations will not be considered for support. However, United States citizens applying as individuals for
Postdoctoral Fellowships may do all or part of the proposed work at a non-United States organization.
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(a) Postdoctoral Fellowships

Individuals who have recently received or will soon receive their doctoral degree are encouraged to submit
an application for a Postdoctoral Fellowship. These applications may be submitted either directly by the
individual or through the mentor’s institution. The postdoctoral applicant must be the sole PD listed
on the application. Certain programs within the NRI require a letter of intent prior to submitting a full
application. See specific program description to determine whether a letter of intent is required.

The following requirements apply for all Postdoctoral Fellowships:

(1) the doctoral degree must be received after January 1, 2005 and can not be received later than
nine months after the application due date for the NRI program of interest;

(2) the individual must be a citizen of the United States;

(3) the application must contain (A) documentation that arrangements have been made with an
established investigator to serve as mentor; (B) documentation that arrangements have been made
for the necessary facilities, space, and materials for conduct of the research; and (C)
documentation from the host institution's authorized organizational representative (AOR)
indicating that the host institution concurs with these arrangements; and

(4) the research proposed must be solicited in and submitted directly to a specific program
described under Part II, E.

Although a proposed project may fit in the context of the mentor's existing research area, the postdoctoral
award should initiate an independent research program, rather than serve as an extension of ongoing
projects in the mentor's laboratory. Postdoctoral awards are limited to a total award of $125,000 for a two-
year duration and are not renewable. Funds should be requested primarily for salary support, although other
expenditures (e.g. supplies, travel, and publication) are allowable costs if properly justified. Institutional
allowance, not to exceed $2,400/year, may be requested within the $125,000 maximum award limit.
Indirect costs are not allowed.

An institution may provide compensation for non-research services, but such compensation is not
considered stipend supplementation. However, it is expected that compensated services will occur on a
limited, part-time basis apart from the normal postdoctoral research activities, which require a minimum of
40 hours per week. Under no circumstances may the conditions of stipend supplementation or the services
provided for compensation interfere with, detract from, or prolong the fellow's two year approved NRI
postdoctoral fellowship.

Applications should be submitted to the appropriate research program described in this solicitation by the
designated deadline for that particular program. A separate peer review panel will not be assembled to
review these applications. Applicants are urged to contact the appropriate National Program Leader
concerning questions related to eligibility, budget, and similar matters.

(b) New Investigator Awards

A new investigator is defined as an individual who is beginning his/her research career, does not have an
extensive research publication record, and has less than five years postgraduate, career-track research
experience. The new investigator may not have received competitively awarded Federal research funds
with the exception of pre- or postdoctoral research awards or USDA NRI Seed Grants. The application
must contain documentation that lists all prior Federal research support. New Investigator award
applications are subject to letter of intent guidelines. See specific program description to determine whether
a letter of intent is required.

Applications may be submitted by any State agricultural experiment station, college, university, other
research institution or organization, Federal agency, national laboratory, private organization, corporation,
or individual. Applications submitted by non-United States organizations will not be considered for
support. The research proposed shall be appropriate to a program described under Part |1, E and the
application must be submitted directly to that program by the designated deadline date. A separate peer
review panel will not be assembled to review these applications.
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(c) Strengthening Awards

Strengthening Awards consist of Research Career Enhancement Awards (Sabbatical Awards), Equipment
Grants, Seed Grants, and Strengthening Standard Research Awards. The NRI particularly encourages
applications for Research Career Enhancement Awards (Sabbatical Awards). All applications
submitted for Strengthening Awards must fulfill the requirements for a Strengthening Award, as well as be
appropriate to one of the programs described in this document.

Flow Chart for Strengthening Award Eligibility
A flow chart is provided at the end of the document, see Figure 1, for determining eligibility for
Strengthening Awards.

o Equipment Grants will be available to PDs at academic institutions not among the top 100
universities and colleges for receiving Federal funds for science and engineering research,
see Table 1 at the end of the document for a list of the most successful institutions. If the
institution is listed in Table 1, the Project Director is not eligible for an Equipment Grant.

e Research Career Enhancement Awards, Seed Grants, and Strengthening Standard Research
Awards will be available to PDs at small and mid-sized academic institutions (not among the
top 100 universities and colleges for receiving Federal funds for science and engineering research)
or at an institution located in an Experimental Program for Stimulating Competitive
Research (EPSCoR) state. See Table 1 for a list of the most successful institutions. If your
institution is listed in Table 1 and is not in an EPSCoR state, you are not eligible for a Research
Career Enhancement Award, Seed Grant, or Strengthening Standard Research Award.

Strengthening Award Definitions

(1) EPSCoR States

Every three years, the NRI calculates which states are eligible for USDA EPSCoR funding. This list is
generated by calculating the states that have had a funding level from the NRI no higher than the 38"
percentile of all states, based on total funding for the previous three-year period (excluding strengthening
set-aside funds). For FY 2008, the following States meet the requirements for this category:

Alabama Alaska Arkansas Delaware Hawaii Idaho Kentucky
Louisiana Maine Nevada New Jersey |New Mexico |[North Dakota |Oklahoma
South South Dakota |Vermont West Wyoming

Carolina Virginia

Other entities eligible for USDA-EPSCoR funds in FY 2008 include the following United States
commonwealths, territories, possessions and their successors, and the District of Columbia:

American Samoa District of Columbia | Guam Micronesia
Northern Mariana Puerto Rico Virgin Islands of the
Islands U.S.

(2) Small and mid-sized institutions for Research Projects are academic institutions with a current total
enrollment of 15,000 or less, including graduate and undergraduate and full- and part-time students.
Applicants applying under this category should indicate the current total enrollment of the institution in a
cover letter. An institution in this instance is an organization that possesses a significant degree of
autonomy. Significant degree of autonomy is defined by being independently accredited as determined by
reference to the current version of the Higher Education Directory, published by Higher Education
Publications, Inc., 6400 Arlington Boulevard, Suite 648, Falls Church, Virginia 22042. (703-532-2300).
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(3) Limited institutional success is defined as institutions that are not among the most successful
universities and colleges for receiving Federal funds for science and engineering research. See Table 1 at
the end of this document for an alphabetical list of the most successful institutions.

An individual applicant may submit only one of the following types of strengthening applications
(research career enhancement, equipment grants, and seed grants) as PD or co-PD this fiscal year.
Investigators are encouraged to contact the National Program Leader of the appropriate program, described
in Part 11, E, regarding questions about suitability of research topics or research topics for which equipment
would be used to verify allowability.

(i) Research Career Enhancement Awards (Sabbatical Awards)

The purpose of these awards is to provide an opportunity for faculty to enhance their research
capabilities by funding sabbatical leaves. These awards will be limited to individual faculty who
have appointments at small and mid-sized degree-granting institutions that previously had limited
institutional success and to faculty who have appointments at degree-granting institutions eligible
for USDA-EPSCoR funding. Collaborative arrangements are encouraged. Research colleagues
who serve as collaborators should not be listed on the Senior/Key Person Profile. Awards will be
limited to one year of salary and funds for travel and supplies. These awards are not renewable.
Certain programs within the NRI require a letter of intent prior to submitting a full application. A
letter of intent, however, is not required for Research Career Enhancement Award applications.

CSREES also encourages and will support the concept of “mini-sabbaticals” for faculty desiring
short-term training to learn new techniques that will improve their competitiveness. These short-
term training opportunities generally follow all of the sabbatical items described below but for a
shorter duration. These awards may be used to participate in short courses offered at various
research institutions.

e The sabbatical description must include the research interests and goals of the PD, the
research project to be pursued while on sabbatical leave, an indication of how the
sabbatical leave will enhance the research capabilities of the PD, and a statement of
future research goals and how the sabbatical will enable the PD to pursue these goals.

e The application should include a letter detailing the particulars of the arrangement with
the home institution (e.g. dates and duration of sabbatical and salary arrangements).

e The application should also include a letter from the established investigator who will be
the host. The host’s letter should provide intent and assurance that all facilities and space
necessary to conduct the proposed research will be available.

(ii) Equipment Grants

Equipment grants are designed to strengthen the research capacity of institutions. Eligibility for
equipment grants is open to any degree-granting institution that is not among the most successful
universities and colleges in receiving Federal funds for science and engineering research. See
Table 1 for most successful institutions. If the institution is listed in Table 1, Project Directors
employed by the institution are not eligible for Equipment Grants.

These awards are not intended to replace requests for equipment in individual research projects.
Rather, they are intended to help fund items of equipment that will upgrade research infrastructure.
Requests for computer equipment are allowed only if the equipment is to be used in an activity
integral to the proposed project. Requests for computer equipment will not be permitted if the
equipment will primarily serve as a word processor or perform administrative functions.

Each request shall be limited to one major piece of equipment within the cost range of $10,000-

$250,000. The amount requested shall not exceed 50 percent of the cost or $50,000, whichever is
less. Unless waived, it is the responsibility of the PD to secure the required matching funds with
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non-Federal funds. No installation, maintenance, warranty, or insurance expenses may be paid
from these awards, nor may these costs be part of the matching funds. Indirect costs are not
permitted on Equipment Grant Awards. Certain programs within the NRI require a letter of intent
prior to submitting a full application. A letter of intent, however, is not required for Equipment
Grant applications. The following requirements apply to all Equipment Grant applications.

e A letter(s) from the organization(s) committed to providing the remaining matching non-
Federal funds must be included in the application.

e The application should include a description of the research project(s) for which the
equipment will be used and detail how the equipment will fit into or enhance the research
program and allow the applicant to become more competitive for future funding.

e The application should also include a description of similar or complementary equipment
currently available to the PD and an explanation as to why the requested equipment is
necessary.

e PDs are encouraged to provide evidence of institutional commitment for operation and
maintenance of requested equipment. Arrangements for sharing equipment among faculty
are encouraged. However, it must be evident that the PD is a principal user of the
requested equipment.

e  The requirement for matching funds may be waived if three criteria are met.

1. The award is made to a college, university, or research foundation maintained by a
college or university that ranks in the lowest one-third of academic institutions
receiving Federal research funds (see Table 2 for a list of institutions that are eligible
for waiver of matching funds for equipment grants);

2. The equipment to be acquired costs not more than $25,000; and

3. The equipment will have either multiple uses within a single research project or is
useable in more than one research project.

(iii) Seed Grants

The purpose of these awards is to provide funds to enable investigators to collect preliminary data
in preparation for applying for a Standard Research Grant. The awards are not intended to fund
stand-alone research projects, but rather projects that will lead to further research applicable to one
of the research areas in the NRI.

These awards will be limited to faculty with appointments at small and mid-sized degree-granting
institutions that have had limited institutional success and to faculty with appointments at degree-
granting institutions eligible for USDA-EPSCoR funding. These awards will be limited to a total
of $100,000 (including indirect costs) for two years and are not renewable. Certain programs
within the NRI require a letter of intent prior to submitting a full application. A letter of intent,
however, is not required for Seed Grant applications. The following requirement applies to all
Seed Grant applications.

o Applications for seed grants are expected to indicate how the research will enhance future
competitiveness of the PD in applying for Standard Research Grants from the NRI.

(iv) Strengthening Standard Research Project Awards

T